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[00:00:00.00] INTERVIEWER: Can you tell us your full name and your age? 

[00:00:08.29] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: My name is Sister Patricia Supple, and I'm eighty-one years old. 
[00:00:15.12] INTERVIEWER: And where did you grow up? 

[00:00:16.28] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: | grew up in Los Angeles, in Transfiguration parish. 
[00:00:21.11] INTERVIEWER: Could you tell us a little bit about your family? 


[00:00:23.22] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Yes. My mother and father met in Los Angeles. My father was 
from Louisiana, my mother from Colorado. They met here in Los Angeles. They were married in 1930. And | 
have a brother who was born in '31. | was born in '34. | went to Transfiguration school. My brother went to 
Transfiguration school. My parents were very much involved in parish activities. And so | finished eight 
years there. My brother finished eight years there. 


[00:01:13.12] INTERVIEWER: What do you remember about being a child in Los Angeles at that time? 


[00:01:17.26] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Being a child in Los Angeles at that time was very different than 
being in Los Angeles now. | remember--we didn't lock our doors. Maybe my father locked the doors at night, 
but during the day our house was open. You could walk in--anybody actually could walk in our house. So it 
was Safe--very safe--as | recall--which is not safe now. But it was a great place to grow up. My 
neighborhood had a lot of young families, because it was a brand new neighborhood. So we were able to 
play outside. Our street was only two blocks long, so we didn't have a lot of cars. And we enjoyed playing 
outside, and we played outside every day--and it's not like on the East Coast, where you have to play in the 
basement. We wouldn't know what that was like. So it was a very great neighbor in which to grow up. And | 
loved the name of our street, which was "Dublin"--and that reflects my Irish heritage. 


[00:02:25.12] INTERVIEWER: When did you first meet the Sisters of St. J oseph? 


[00:02:29.12] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: | first met the Sisters of St. Joseph when my brother went to first 
grade--and my mother took him down to first grade and | went there too. And his first grade teacher was at 
St. Cecilia's, because we lived in St. Cecilia's parish for--the first few years. And so my brother went to first 
grade there. And then we came to Transfig. But Sister Francis--| think her last name was [Hartmann]-- 
taught my brother how to read. And ever since first grade he still goes to the library every week. She was a 
great teacher. 


[00:03:11.29] INTERVIEWER: What was your impression of the Sisters at that age? 


[00:03:14.29] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Well, | don't remember a whole lot of impression at that age, 
because | was a little bit young. But | do remember as | got older, and | went to Transfig myself, that the 
Sisters were always happy--they were kind--they were just there for us all the time. Especially later on when 
they moved in to convent, because when they first started teaching at Transfiguration they came--they were 
driven every day from St. Mary's Academy, which was the provincial house. And then later on a convent was 
built, and we got to know the Sisters even better then. The high school--we had a high school club, and we 
were in the choir--and Sister Miriam J oseph Larkin [(1928-2003)] had a choir for the girls. And so it was 
great. | only lived a block and a half from the church and the school--so that was our life--the parish. 
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[00:04:13.22] INTERVIEWER: And you went to St. Mary's Academy for high school? 


[00:04:16.27] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Yes, another four years of CS]s. Yes. And it was great experience. 
| still have friends that we went to high school with--| see them or | communicate with them. It was a great 
place to go to high school. The Sisters there were different than the ones | had in grammar school. But 
that's when | started thinking about what they had, and | didn't have, and | wanted what they had. 


[00:04:44.23] INTERVIEWER: Could you say more about that? 


[00:04:46.13] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Yeah. Well, they--it's hard to put it into words--but now we use 
the "charism"--which | didn't even know there was such a word--[laughs]--at that time. But they were just 
always there for us. And so whenever you needed anything--if you needed help after school or whatever--or 
if they needed help, they asked us. And there was a great relationship beyond that of a teacher. So | think 
that's why some of us thought about doing that. | didn't think about being a Sister until probably the 
summer between my junior year and senior year. And at that time one of my friends who was two years 
older than myself, who went to another Catholic high school, was entering in September. And she asked me 
to visit with her--some of the Sisters. And at that time | thought, "Well, if she's going to do that | could 
probably do that." And so | started thinking about it then. 


[00:05:49.12] INTERVIEWER: Do you remember particular Sisters from St. Mary's Academy that were 
particularly influential? 


[00:05:55.06] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Oh yes. Probably the--there were a number of them. Great, great 
women. But probably the best one in terms of having her for two years in school--! had her for chemistry 
and | had her for physics--and her name was Sister Cecilia Louise Moore [(1928-2004)]--who only taught 
there for two years, because then she was sent off to study. And then when she came back she had her PhD 
in Chemistry, and so when | went to the Mount, | had her in the summer time for chemistry, and | also had 
her later on for chemistry. So | not only knew her in high school and in college, but | lived with her for a 
number of years. And she was the one who brought me to the college for the work she had me to do there. 
And she was President of the college when | first went there. So she had a lot of influence on me. 


[00:06:57.17] INTERVIEWER: Before when you said they had something that you didn't have, can you say 
more about that? 


[00:07:01.12] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: It's hard to say. It is hard to say. They had a joy--and a 
happiness--and an openness--that--and they were relaxed. They weren't all uptight and worried--they knew 
how to live right. They were just delightful people to be with all the time, not just sometimes. 


[00:07:27.03] INTERVIEWER: Did you enter after high school? 
[00:07:28.28] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Right after high school, at seventeen. 


[00:07:31.22] INTERVIEWER: What was that like to enter at seventeen? What do you remember from 
those days? 


[00:07:36.12] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Well, | got homesick right away, because | missed my family. But | 
thought, "I have to stick this out and see if this is real." Plus | was very proud, and | wasn't about to say | 
was homesick. [laughs]. So I'm glad | didn't go home. But actually a lot of my high school friends were there 
so | knew a lot of people there. And our novitiate was at the provincial house, which was at the high school. 
So it wasn't all unfamiliar to me. But you know, giving up your family--and | thought my parents were old 
and | shouldn't be leaving them. [laughs]. But my mother was only like forty-one. [laughs]. But she wasn't 
that old, but of course | thought she was. And my father was older, so--that was--| was thinking | shouldn't 
be leaving them at their old age. [laughs]. 


[00:08:31.02] INTERVIEWER: How did they feel about you entering? 
[00:08:32.20] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: They were surprised. They were fine with it, but they--I didn't 
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think--they probably didn't think | might last. And my brother gave me two weeks. He was in the service at 
the time. He told my mother he'd give me two weeks, and then it was okay if | came home--but | had tried 
it. [laughs]. But my parents were fine with it. My dad has a brother who is a priest--he had a cousin who's a 
priest--his sister was a nun. My mother had some cousins who were priests, and a cousin who was a nun, so 
it was not something totally different. So they were okay with it, which was helpful to me. 


[00:09:19.06] INTERVIEWER: What were some of your hopes and expectations at that time? 


[00:09:23.10] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Well, | wanted to be like the people | saw. | didn't have 
expectations of being a teacher, or a nurse or anything. | just wanted to be the person that God wanted me 
to be, if he wanted me to be a CS]. 


[00:09:44.15] INTERVIEWER: How did you feel about receiving the habit? 


[00:09:48.13] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Oh! was very happy about receiving the habit. It was--it's a lovely 
habit. And | thought it made people look nice. Some of the habits that | had seen | didn't really care about, 
because they were a little large--they had too big a head gear. But anyway--the Sisters that | knew wore the 
habit, and | wanted to be like them. And | thought it was a very appropriate habit. 


[00:10:22.03] INTERVIEWER: Did you--you said before that the word "charism" wasn't really used in the 
earlier days. Did you learn about the history of the community--the CS] 's while you were in novitiate? 


[00:10:35.13] INTERVIEWER: Oh yes, we learned about the history. We also learned a little bit about the 
history when | was in high school, because | remember there was a play about the Sisters. And | wasn't in 
the play. But that's all that was talked about for quite a while. And some of the girls were playing the part of 
some of the early Sisters--and they wore the habit--they got real habits to wear. So we did learn about that. 
And of course in the novitiate we did learn about the history. | learned more about the history too--about 
our recent history--from Sister Mary [Vaughn] Williams' book ["All things new : the story of the Sisters of St. 
Joseph of Carondelet in the Los Angeles Province". St. Paul, MN : Good Ground Press, 2014. ISBN: 
9781885996008] which | learned. | learned a number of things that | didn't know before. In fact, | was 
telling Sister Mary the other day that--and | think she already knew it--we had a parish here--actually it's not 
our parish, it's the neighboring parish--Cathedral chapel parish--wanted to donate something for the Sisters 
here because it was the Year of Religious Life last year. And so they came over and they wanted to do 
something for us. And so we--the Sisters here got together and we felt that what we needed--all our chairs 
covered in the chapel. And so they took care of payment for the chairs in our chapel. So we're very grateful 
for that. 


[00:12:04.13] INTERVIEWER: Is there any part of the early history that really speaks to you--that you 
connect with in terms of your own vocation? 


[00:12:09.20] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: In terms of my own vocation--hm, I'm not sure that there is 
anything. But I think | want to go back a little bit to what the parish did for us. And one of the gentlemen 
that came over was asking me about our congregation and our province. And so | told him that | had this 
book that Sister Mary Williams wrote about the Western province. And | explained the other provinces and 
so forth. And so | gave him my book. | said, "I read it. You can have it. Enjoy it." Well, then he came back 
and he wanted to buy twenty-six more copies for the parish council. So they all have it now. And he was just 
so delighted to find out about some of the difficulties we had--the Trek of the Seven--and the early days 
were not easy days at all. So he was just delighted to learn more about the Sisters. 


[00:13:09.06] INTERVIEWER: So you studied your undergraduate at the Mount? 

[00:13:14.01] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: | did. | graduated from the Mount, yes. 

[00:13:16.09] INTERVIEWER: What did you study? 

[00:13:17.21] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Well, | started out in chemistry. Well--they asked me what | 
wanted to do--to study--and | told them | really liked physics. So | got put in chemistry. | was okay with 


file:///emcfs.mount.msmc.la.edu/...cialCollections/Projects/20170907_CSJOralHistory_Transcripts/SrPatriciaSupple_20160901_Transcript.txt[ 10/6/2017 1:00:04 PM] 


that. And then | think they were in a little bit of a hurry to have us finish our degrees, because there was 
kind of a pressure to get your credential. So | had--| finished with physical science, which included physics, 
and chemistry, then history and education. So it was a group major. But then after that | did take a number 
of classes in chemistry and in physics after | finished. 


[00:13:59.29] INTERVIEWER: And when did you learn that you would go into teaching? 


[00:14:02.07] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: | learned that | would go into teaching right after--we made vows 
in March, and then we went--after two years--we went to the Mount for the summer. And then at the end of 
that summer we learned that--where we were going. And in those days we didn't have the "J uniorate"--you 
know what the J uniorate is? We didn't--we were the last March group to make vows at St. Mary's Academy. 
And then | believe that the next group after us started in the J uniorate. So | started teaching when | was 
twenty. And | had a class--my first class was at--in the valley--at St. John Baptist De La Salle [Granada Hills, 
California]. And | had sixty-five fourth graders. [laughs]. | didn't know any different. And | got help with 
some of the older Sisters that were teaching. And | enjoyed it. The children were different than they are 
now. And their parents were behind us. | didn't know any different, so | did it. And | enjoyed it. 


[00:15:15.21] INTERVIEWER: What was community life like when you were a young Sister? 


[00:15:19.02] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: It was pretty regimented. You got up at the same time, and you 
did your prayers at the same time, and meals together. And so it was like a continuation, somewhat, of our 
formation period. So you get into it. And of course | went to school on Saturdays and did my homework 
during the week after dinner. [laughs]. But it was--you didn't have any time to get in trouble. [laughs]. 


[00:15:50.29] INTERVIEWER: And did you find that that joy and that relaxed nature of--was that still true 
for you in those young--early days? 


[00:16:02.07] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: No. [laughs]. It was a little pressure [unintelligible] to take care of 
sixty-five fourth graders, and preparing your classes at night, and correcting all the papers. That was 
something | hadn't been used to doing. So--but it--you know, it becomes part of you after a while. You just 
take it for granted and this is what it's about. Then the summers came along--and in the summers | would 
go to the Mount. And | got to live there because | was taking chemistry, and | had labs. So | got to stay 
there. That was a fun--summers were fun. That was the nice thing about teaching--you had summers, and 
you had a beginning and an end. When! was working at the Department of Catholic Schools there was 
never any beginning or an end with an office job. But | enjoyed that too. But summers at the Mount were 
fun--lots of fun. 


[00:16:59.17] INTERVIEWER: Who were some of the Sisters that you knew who were teaching at the Mount 
that were influential in your life? 


[00:17:09.03] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Well, let's see. Sister Rose Gertrude [Calloway, (-1992)], who was 
President for a while, was math teacher--excellent math teacher. She was funny though. She said to me--| 
think we were taking a calculus class, and | was asking some questions--and she said, "Did you ever think of 
becoming a lawyer?"[laughs]. | said, "No." She was great. She was very quiet, but great. And then | had the 
privilege of living with her at the Mount. And then | also had the privilege of living with her at Daniel Murphy 
High School, where | taught after the Mount. And then Sister Cecilia Louise, as | mentioned before, was at 
the Mount teaching, and then she became President. And then she was the one who brought me to the 
Mount to do the Media Center. So there were a couple of Sisters who had a great influence on me. 


[00:18:02.26] INTERVIEWER: Did you study with Sister Mary Gerald Leahy [(1917-2004) ]? 

[00:18:05.25] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: No. She was Life Science, and | didn't really get into that much. | 
took a couple of classes in that. But | knew her--! lived with her. She was there in the summers, and so she 
would talk about her work--a delightful, delightful lady. So | didn't know her as a classroom teacher but | did 
know her as a community member. 


[00:18:28.20] INTERVIEWER: Are there any other memories or stories from your time studying at the Mount 
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that you would like to share? 
[00:18:34.08] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Studying at the Mount? 
[00:18:35.15] INTERVIEWER: When you were an undergraduate, yes. 


[00:18:36.08] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Well | mentioned the summers were fun. One of things that | did 
enjoy--because | was there in the summer--was | got to go swimming every day. [laughs]. So that was a lot 
of fun. It was great also meeting Sisters from other congregations who would come up in the summer and 
study. So we got to meet all kinds of Sisters from other congregations that ordinarily we would not be able 
to meet because of our schedules. But this brought us all together, and some of those Sisters | still know. 


[00:19:15.07] INTERVIEWER: So after the Mount you continued teaching elementary school? 


[00:19:22.11] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: No. After the Mount | was asked to go to Daniel Murphy High 
School. And | went there--the Dominican priests were leaving that school. They were in charge of the school. 
It was a archdiocesan high school. But the Dominican priests were in charge, but they were leaving there. 
And at that time Sister Cecilia Louise Moore, who had been President of the college, was now working at the 
chancery in the Department of Catholic Schools, and so she asked me and some other Sisters to go and kind 
of take--not--well | guess we did take over the school, although a priest was appointed--diocesan priest was 
appointed the principal. So we went to Daniel Murphy High School and | taught. | taught there for four 
years. And then | went on a sabbatical--| went to Rome and studied in Rome for a year. And then | came 
back. And when | came back to Murphy | was the Vice-Principal, and then | left after three years. So it was a 
total of seven years there. 


[00:20:36.21] INTERVIEWER: I'm going to back up a little bit in your timeline. 
[00:20:40.16] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Okay. 


[00:20:41.01] INTERVIEWER: Let's talk a little bit about Vatican ||. Where were you when you started to 
learn about the Second Vatican Council, and how did that start to impact you? 


[00:20:49.25] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: | would say that the biggest impact on me--on us--was that we 
began to take more responsibility for ourselves. So--everything was more regimented before. And now we 
were more--a little bit more responsible for ourselves, and had a little bit of--little bit more freedom--in a 
good sense. | think that Vatican || still has not taken a hold yet. But--I think the laity--and we are lay people 
really--that are beginning to take their rightful places in the church. If you look at the parishes, there are a 
lot of lay people who are doing parish ministry. So | think in a--we are church--it's not just the clergy that 
are church. And | think the clergy is beginning to realize that too. Maybe that should be edited. [laughs]. 


[00:22:00.02] INTERVIEWER: Did you discover anything in the--going back to the roots of the congregation- 
-did anything new come alive for you in terms of being a CS}? 


[00:22:12.03] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Well--maybe not new. But when | learned about--you know, 
Mother St. J ohn [Fontbonne (1759-1843) ]--after it was the--and in fact | went to Lyon [France] on my way 
back from my year in Rome. | studied for that year, and then on my way back | traveled for a month, and 
did go to Lyon. | couldn't get to Le Puy because the train stopped--they had a strike for a few hours--so 
didn't get there. But--going to Lyon, and seeing the Sisters there--there happened to be a meeting--they 
were from all over--Mother St. John was so--she was strong. She was a very strong woman. And to refound 
our congregation was a difficult thing. And so | think that she--her example--has provided a lot of strength 
for women religious today. | mean, just look at Mother Margaret [Mary] Brady [(1866-1954)]--a difficult 
institution to start the Mount on top of a hill, without much help from clergy or anybody else--she did that. 
And our Sisters who started St. Mary's--our Sisters who started other things, like--you know of Alexandria 
House--and some of the other things that were different--and sometimes people didn't get the support they 
needed to do those kinds of things. And so she provided example of being very strong. And going out and 
doing what our founder told us to do and that was to meet the needs of now, not past. So | think we are 
freer in our congregation to meet the needs of people, because we weren't told just--you just teach, or you 
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just do healthcare, or you just do this. Our founder said, "Go out to the city and be in the streets with the 
people," and that's really what our current Pope [Francis] is doing. He's telling the church to go out in the 
street and "smell the sheep". [laughs]. So as | think it's a matter of example of being strong. | mean look at 
the Sisters that went to Hawaii--that was not easy. The Sisters that went to Arizona--that was not easy. So | 
think we have a lot of example of being strong women of the church. 


[00:24:49.14] INTERVIEWER: How would you describe the spirituality of the Sisters of St. | oseph? 


[00:24:54.14] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: The spirituality is--meeting the needs of the church--being 
followers of whatever J esus did. What did J esus do? He went out and made known--his mission is our 
mission. He made known the love of the Father for all of us and showed it, not just talked about it. And 
basically, that's what we're supposed to do--to not just preach it, but be it. And | think that's what we try to 
do every day. 


[00:25:38.02] INTERVIEWER: So let's talk about your time at the Mount--working at the Mount. You said 
that Sister Cecilia Louise asked you to come? 


[00:25:43.29] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Yes, she did. 
[00:25:45.03] INTERVIEWER: What did she ask you to come to do? 


[00:25:46.18] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Well, she asked me to--when | was happily teaching junior high 
school and putting on science fairs and going to math contests, she came and asked me would | think about 
studying. And | said, "Well, | hadn't really thought about it." | was happy doing what | was doing and | was 
always taking extra math courses and all that. But she told me that the Mount had a need for somebody to 
help do something about non-print media. The Mount was an excellent library, but it was basically print. So | 
went to the University of Maryland, and | studied there in the School of Library and Information Sciences, 
and then | also went over to the School of Instructional Technology. And when | came back, we started--| 
worked in the library itself, just for about the first year. And then | worked with Dr. Barbara Becker to get a 
National Science Foundation grant for--it was called CAUSE, which stands for "Comprehensive Assistance to 
Undergraduate Science Education". And so we worked on this grant. And we got a quarter of a million 
dollars with three years to spend it. So | was given half of the bottom of the library for a Media Center, and 
so | was able to use those funds to furnish it and do what | had to do to make it open and welcoming for 
especially science people and nursing students who were coming in without a strong background in science. 
And | really enjoyed putting it together, because | went to a number of local and non-local community 
colleges where they were really getting into this, and! got a lot of help from them. And | brought that book 
for you to see--the beginning--the before and the after, which was exciting. And so then we finished up the 
three--we spent all the money in three years, and | think that it was very helpful not only to the nursing 
students, but to students in some of the other departments as well. 


[00:28:04.16] INTERVIEWER: Would you say more about your impression of the student body at that time? 
[00:28:07.23] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: The Mount? 
[00:28:08.27] INTERVIEWER: --at the Mount, yeah, some of the needs, where they were coming from? 


[00:28:12.24] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Their needs--well that particular need that | just talked about--| 
don't think | really know a lot about their other needs. | was a floor nun for six years, so | did get to meet a 
lot of the students that | wouldn't have met because they were in other majors. So | did meet a lot of the 
girls. And of course they had panty raids from the Loyola University guys [laughs]. They were great. And | 
was a moderator--their class moderator for four years. That meant | took them as freshmen--and | had a 
class--and took them through four years, and we did things together. They were great to work with--just 
wonderful girls. And | still--there's still a few of them around that | talk to or--] met one at her mother's 
funeral not too long ago, and she was just delighted that | would go. And | think Joan Cashion was one of 
the students in that group, and she works at the Mount now. And so every once in a while you get a chance 
to see her. But as far as their needs, |'m not sure that | really picked up on a lot of their needs--except for 
the ones that needed the science background. 
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[00:29:37.23] INTERVIEWER: Do you have any stories of alums or anything you are most proud of an alum 
that has achieved--? 


[00:29:46.23] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: From the Mount? 
[00:29:48.17] INTERVIEWER: Any stories? 


[00:29:51.00] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: | can't offhand think of anybody right now--can't think of anybody 
right now no. 


[00:30:00.18] INTERVIEWER: Do you have any other memories of maybe other faculty or staff that you 
worked with at the Mount at that time? 


[00:30:07.11] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Hm. Let's see. At the Mount. Well Sister Leo Francis [O'Callaghan, 
(-2009)] was there--she was there. There was Dr. Bundy [Hallie F. Bundy [(1925-)]--she was in the 
chemistry--| knew more of the science people and the math people than | did some of the other people. But 
again Sr. Mary Leahy was there in the summer times, and | got to know her. But right now | can't think of 
anybody that comes to mind right now. 


[00:30:44.06] INTERVIEWER: At what called you away from the Mount then? 


[00:30:47.19] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Well, it called me away from the Mount when | was asked by 
Sister Cecilia Louise--who had been President, and she was now at the Department of Catholic Schools and 
was--we were going to take over the school that the Dominicans left--and would | be willing to go there. And 
| said, "Well, I'm happy doing what I'm doing right now, but if this is what we need to do--". So | left the 
Mount after seven years and | went to Daniel Murphy High School. 


[00:31:18.26] INTERVIEWER: I'm just looking at your ministry list here. And then at one point you went and 
worked for the Department of Catholic Schools? 


[00:31:30.06] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Yes. | was there twenty-two years. 
[00:31:32.03] INTERVIEWER: Okay. Let's talk about what your ministry was there. 


[00:31:35.09] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Okay. My ministry at the Department of Catholic Schools was as 
Director of Federal and State Programs. A lot of people don't understand that children in Catholic schools--in 
private schools--have access to certain funds. After--| think it was Johnson, who established the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965--before that there was nothing that | was aware of for private school 
children from the government. But in 1965, the Elementary and Secondary Education Act came about, and 
private school children could get help from the government. And so--but it's not easy. What happens is, 
based on certain formulas like population, the Federal government sends funding to the states, based on 
formulas. And then the states send the money to the districts--the school districts within the state. And 
included in those counts, private schools are counted. For example, in California they count private school 
students based on a private school affidavit. So every year all the private schools have to turn in an affidavit, 
so that the state knows not only how many students you have, but it's the children who are counted in there 
are exempt from public education. So they know that they are at a--they are accounted in the schools. But 
so those numbers help to generate funding. But the funding goes to the district, and then the district is 
responsible for taking care of the private schools with whatever money has come for different programs. Like 
the big one is Title |, which is for students who have difficulty keeping up, and they need an extra help. And 
then there's Title 11 which is professional development, Title II| which is foreign language learners, and some 
other smaller Titles. But the biggest one, as | was explaining to you before, is Title |. And when | was in the 
office we had about 278 schools, and within just one district, because we had schools in seventy-four 
different public school districts in three counties, because the archdiocese is in three counties. So | was 
dealing with seventy-four districts. The biggest--the largest--is LA Unified. And we had 126 schools in just 
Los Angeles Unified. And eighty plus of those schools had Title | programs, which means they had Title | 
teachers from the district--would go to our schools and help our students who were having difficulty in 
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reading. And they would pay the teachers very well, because they got teacher salary. And the budget for this 
last year for Title |--for just the schools in LAUSD--was eight million dollars. So it was important that we-- 
from our office--made sure that our children were taken care of. And so we had--it took me a while to have 
a good relationship with the public school districts, but it was worth it. It was just--they just didn't 
understand--|'ve even had districts call me and say, "What are we supposed to be doing for your kids?" you 
know. [laughs]. | even had a district that--in which we had more private schools than public schools--and the 
district sent one of our schools money for Title |, and she wasn't even a Title | school. [laughs]. So they 
were trying to do the right thing. But the money is easier to get now, because the district--we have a 
relationship. And that was my full time job was to establish relationships with the various districts. And so | 
didn't really spend a lot of time at our schools, but | spent a lot of time with the local districts. And one of 
the things that we did--because it would be difficult for individual schools to relate with the district--can you 
imagine, 126 schools of ours in LA Unified trying to relate to the district? | got all the principals together and 
| said, "This is what--this is the kind of money that we have access to. And, you Know, we--you can do it on 
your own, or we can pool our funds and | will deal with the district." So that's what we did in the larger 
districts. And so then when | would be after the districts to provide the services, they would complain that 
I'm bugging them. And I'd say, "Well, you can deal with 126 schools, or me. You choose." [laughs]. 


[00:36:48.05] INTERVIEWER: Sounds like effective community organizing. 
[00:36:51.04] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: It works. [laughs]. 


[00:36:54.27] INTERVIEWER: It sounds like this has become a passion for you later in--as a later part of 
your career. 


[00:36:59.07] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Oh yes, it is. It is a passion. In fact, | was talking to you before 
about--every year the United States Department of Education has a meeting--or a conference--for private 
school administrators. And |'m invited every year. And even though right now | am technically retired, | get 
invited. And then | go. And | represent the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. But | also--whenever | go any place, 
| also try to represent all private schools. Because there are a number of stand-alone private schools. Like | 
have a very good relationship with some of the J ewish schools, because some of those schools are stand- 
alone--some of them are the Torah or some other kind of a grouping. So | feel that if | have the opportunity 
to recognize and to work for all private schools, | speak on their behalf. And also to US Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (USCCB)--I was on their FAC program of federal assistance to schools. And we used to have 
lobby days--and for whatever reason we don't have those days. So when | go to Washington--and I'll be 
going at the end of the month--I have scheduled myself for one lobby day--after our meeting, and working 
with USCCB and somebody else to schedule some appointments at the Senate and at the House, so that we 
can talk about some of the issues that are on the table for private schools. 


[00:38:35.04] INTERVIEWER: | try to talk to students a lot about working for social change, and engaging 
the political structures. And it sounds like you've come into this ministry. Did you anticipate that-- 


[00:38:45.23] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: No. | hadn't a clue. But | saw the need. And what did our founder 
tell us to do? Go out and meet the needs. And that was a need. And | think that private schools are being 
better taken care of--not the school but the students and the teachers. Because money can never go directly 
to a private school or a private anything, because if that happens then you have to obey all those rules. So 
the money is for--it is--the fiscal agent for our programs is the local public school district or a third-party 
provider. So we've had some third-party providers along with our public school people. But it is a passion of 
mine, because it's a matter of justice. In fact one of those articles | gave you--they interviewed me at the 
Catholic Conference and | said it's a matter of justice. And it is--it is a matter of justice. And | had to explain 
to some public school districts that, "You know that's not your money. It's not mine. It belongs to the 
children." And they said, "Oh." [laughs]. So we got that--in fact, whenever | would ask for a meeting, they 
would say, "We can't start the meeting now because we're waiting for our lawyers to come in." Lawyers. And 
| would be there all by myself. [laughs]. | got used to that. 


[00:40:16.01] INTERVIEWER: If you--if we had Mount students here, or young adults, and we wanted to 
encourage them to engage a political or government process, what advice would you give to them? 
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[00:40:26.13] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: That it's--you have to never give up. You just have to know what 
the law is. And one of the things that I've given talks to other groups about--how to get started--is, first of 
all, you have to establish a relationship with the districts. Soend time--whatever group you want to influence- 
-spend time. With the relationship that | had with the districts, | would go down and | would meet with 
them, | would talk with them, | would encourage our principals and other districts to talk to them. | couldn't 
be going up to Santa Barbara or Santa Maria all the time, so | would encourage the principals to take the 
time to go to their district. And then | would--| would give a--with help--| would give a government-funded 
program's workshop--every year, and invite our people. And | would invite public school people as well, to 
talk about what they had to offer. So it's a relationship that you have with the district or whatever group and 
really know--study the law--know what the law is. The California Department of Education puts out a very 
good--what we call a guidance document, that takes all the laws, all the regulations and other documents 
and pulls out--puts together in plain English what the law--what is--what you can and cannot do--in plain 
English. And I'd send them out--the updated version--every year to all of our schools. They would take them 
down to their public school people, and they would ask, "Where did you get this?" And I'd say, "Tell them 
the Department of Education." But | think anybody who wants to get involved in the political process has to 
know--they have to know the law--and they can't go on beyond that. 


[00:42:24.06] INTERVIEWER: J ust as you are talking about the relationship between the private schools and 
the public schools, I'm thinking about unity and reconciliation. 


[00:42:31.28] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: | think there's a lot of that that's going on. | made friends in the 
public school districts that | have. In fact | had lunch with somebody last week. And about a month ago a 
number of our Title | teachers--those teachers who were public school employees that worked in our 
schools--had me over for lunch--about six of them. So we had a great time talking about the old days. Some 
of them are still working in the schools and some of them are retired. But there's a relationship that goes on, 
and | just keep it up. They're great people. 


[00:43:07.07] INTERVIEWER: Is there anything else from your ministry experiences that you would like to 
share--memories or moments? 


[00:43:17.03] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: I've enjoyed--! can think of a particular moment--but I've enjoyed 
everything that I've done. |'ve enjoyed elementary school, and high school, and working at the college, and 
|'ve worked at--and the work that I've done with the state and districts--federal government. Meet a lot of 
great people--lots and lots of people. So I've been blessed with a lot of variety of ministry and opportunity. 


[00:43:48.22] INTERVIEWER: What are you involved with now? How do you spend your time now? 


[00:43:52.17] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Well, | am going to this meeting in Washington. | still am available 
to the office for consultation--and other people do consult. | try to get involved in our neighborhood. We live 
here in Country Club Park, and | am a charter member of the Safety Committee. So we work together to 
make this place safer. One of the things that we've done is we've worked with a company called Ring Video-- 
it's a doorbell--you've probably seen it on TV, | don't know. But anyway--we got two for our house, and 
anybody in this area can get it for free. So we got--it's a safety thing where you can answer your door from 
your house or McDonalds or anywhere, and you don't have to go to the door--you can see who's at your 
door. So |'m on the safety committee. We meet every month or six weeks. | go the police department--we're 
in the Wilshire Division of the police department, and we also have a connection with the Olympic Division-- 
and | go to their meetings. And we have a very good relationship with the police, so when we need them to 
come out, they will come out. We had a gentleman sleeping on our front lawn the other day, and police 
came out to take care of the poor guy. He didn't have any place--he wasn't dangerous, but still--that's not-- 
that wasn't the best place for him. So I--that's just a couple of the things that keep me busy. 


[00:45:24.10] INTERVIEWER: Do you have hopes or anxieties about the current state of religious life or 
where religious life is headed? 


[00:45:31.13] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Not really. | believe that religious life--consecrated life--is a gift 


from God to the church. And in the--consecrated life was from the beginning. | mean, J esus--in J esus' time 
people were starting to take their own private vows. And then--you know, got into groups together. So | 
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think that it's--it's going to continue, but in a different form. And I've been to meetings at the archdiocese 
where the vicar for women religious has meetings for all religious, and there's people there in all kinds of 
forms. There are the seculars--there's a group of Sisters that only work with prostitutes--there's all kinds of 
groups that are set up to work for the needs of the time. So religious life will--consecrated life--will continue. 
And I'm not worried. It will continue in a different form. Our charism will be carried out by--we have our 
Associates--and they're working--we have a principal that's more CS] than a lot of us, | think. So | am not--it 
will change--and | trust that it will continue. If it's God's work, it will continue. So I'm not worried. [laughs]. 


[00:46:53.27] INTERVIEWER: What makes you most proud to be a Sister of St. Joseph? What are you proud 
of of your province and congregation? 


[00:47:01.15] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Well, | think that | am delighted to be a member of this province-- 
of so many great women that we've had in the past and that we have now. And | look at the work that we're 
able to do in education, in health care, government--! just think that it is a gift to belong to a group like this. 
We can do things together that we couldn't do on our own. 


[00:47:29.03] INTERVIEWER: What has been the greatest joy for you in religious life? 


[00:47:32.19] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: The greatest joy is to be a member of this great group of women. 
[smiles]. 


[00:47:42.04] INTERVIEWER: Is there anything else that you prepared, in terms of a reflection that you 
want to share or that | haven't asked you about? 


[00:47:47.14] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: | don't think so. | think we're talked out. [all laugh]. 


[00:47:49.24] KELBY THWAITS: Can | ask one question? [Director's comments]. So you have an obvious 
interest and passion in the math and sciences. 


[00:48:03.16] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Yes. 


[00:48:04.09] KELBY THWAITS: Can you think--just for a minute--and reflect on how your gifts, and in 
particular your interests--maybe in those areas or other areas--have somehow helped the lives of an 
individual or a group in ways that were unique to you and to your gifts and your specialized--| guess-- 
interests that--maybe you were able to be in the right place at the right time and somehow inspired 
someone [unintelligible]. 


[00:48:32.14] SISTER PATRICIA SUPPLE: Well, one of things that | used to do when | was teaching junior 
high school--| mentioned before--| would have science fairs. | would have science fairs and | would have 
them judged--| lived in the Valley so it was near Rocketdyne and Litton and places like that--so I'd always 
have the science projects.--and they were for seventh and eighth graders--judged by two Catholic school 
teachers, two public school teachers, and two scientists. And so--then some of those projects would go on to 
the next level. And just one incident--| had a student who was good in science--she went to school--she's a 
doctor now. So that was nice. That's really nice. And she got interested in science in my science classes | 
hope. And what was the other one--oh, the math. | used to bring my students to math contests. And 
another--and they did--they always did well, whether they were public schools or private schools--they 
always did well. But | would take them after school for extra stuff. One of the things that | did with my 
eighth graders was--| asked them if they wanted to learn how to use a slide rule. You don't know what slide 
rules are. But in the old days before computers, scientists had slide rulers and they did their stuff on slide 
rulers. And they--a bunch of them wanted to do it, so | ordered slide rules. And the dad--the father of one of 
my students--got a big one--to hang up. So we had slide rule class after school for anybody who wanted it. 
So they got interested in math. And when | went to high school | taught algebra and geometry and Algebra 
11 and all that, and one of the boys that | had is a priest now. And he is archbishop Gomez's secretary--he 
just finished his term as being a secretary. So now he's a [unintelligible]. But | tease him every time | see 
him, | say, "Now Brian, can you derive the quadratic formula for me?" And he says, "Oh yes it's "a a x 
equals'" and he knows it. So | can't remember it right myself. [laughs]. But he remembers it. So | think | did 
have some influence on kids. It was fun. I'd do it again. 
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[00:50:54.08] INTERVIEWER: [Director's comments]. 
[00:52:13.12] End of interview. 
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Mount Saint Mary's University. 
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Transcription Date: 12/06/2016 
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[00:00:00.00] Introduction. Name and age: Sr. Patricia Supple. 81 years old. Born 1934. 


[00:00:14.13] Early life and family. Born Los Angeles, California. One brother b. 1931. Attended 
Transfiguration School. Childhood in Los Angeles. 


[00:02:26.05] Early religious experience. Met Sisters of St. Joseph when brother attended first grade at St. 
Cecilia's. [Sr. Francis Hartnett??]. Move of Sisters to convent. Sr. Miriam J oseph [Larkin, (1928-2003)]. 


[00:04:14.25] High school at St. Mary's Academy. Began thinking about religious vocation. Relationship with 
CSJs. Sr. Cecilia Louise Moore [(1928-2004)], taught physics and chemistry--Sr. Patricia later lived with her. 
Early impression of Sisters--Happy, open, helpful. 


[00:07:26.18] Entering religious life. Homesickness, leaving family. Family reaction to vocation. Relations in 
religious life. 


[00:09:20.08] Hopes and expectations of religious life. Receiving habit. 

[00:10:22.17] Charism and history of CS]s. Sr. Mary [Vaughn] Williams book ["All things new : the story of 
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet in the Los Angeles Province"]. Cathedral Chapel Parish donating chair 
coverings--buying copies of Sr. William's book. 

[00:13:09.04] Attending the Mount. Major in chemistry, physical science, history and education. 


[00:13:59.09] Ministry in teaching. J uniorate. Teaching fourth grade at St J ohn Baptist De La Salle 
school[Granada Hills, California]. 


[00:15:17.04] Community life. Pressures of community life and school. Living at the Mount in summer. 


[00:16:59.21] Sisters at the Mount. Sr. Rose Gertrude [Calloway, (-1992)], math teacher and MSMU 
president. Sr. Cecilia Louise Moore [(1928-2004)], MSMU president. Sr. Mary Gerald Leahy [(1917-2004)]. 


[00:18:28.16] Other memories of Mount. Swimming. Meeting Sisters from other congregations. 


[00:19:16.27] Teaching ministry. Four years at Daniel Murphy High School. Sr. Cecilia Louise Moore 
[(1928-2004)] asked CSJs to take over school. Studying in Rome 1 year. Vice principal at Daniel Murphy. 


[00:20:37.07] Vatican II. Taking responsibility as individuals. Work of laity in the church. Roots of CSJs-- 
Mother St. John Fontbonne (1759-1843). Visiting Lyon, France. Refounding of CS}]s. Alexandria House. 
Strength of CS}s. Meeting needs of now. Varying vocations. Pope Francis--go out in street and "smell the 
sheep". 


[00:24:50.20] Spirituality of CSJs. Meeting needs of the church. Following example of Jesus. Teaching by 
example. 


[00:25:38.08] Working at the Mount. Asked by Sr. Cecilia Louise Moore [(1928-2004)] to open Media Center. 
Studying library science and instructional technology at University of Maryland. Working in library at Mount. 
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Dr. Barbara Becker on National Science Foundation CAUSE [Comprehensive Assistance to Undergraduate 
Science Education] grant. Book on "before and after". 


[00:28:04.29] Impressions of student body at Mount. Need for science education. Floor nun: panty raids by 
Loyola students. J oan Cashion. 


[00:29:38.15] Stories of and memories of alumna, faculty, and staff at Mount. Sr. Leo Francis [O'Callaghan, 
(-2009)]. Dr. Hallie F. Bundy [(1925-)], chemistry faculty. Sr. Mary Gerald Leahy [(1917-2004)]. 


[00:30:45.03] Leaving Mount to go to Daniel Murphy High School. 

[00:31:26.11] Working as Director of Federal and State Programs at Department of Catholic Schools for 22 
years. Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965--government funds for private school children. Title 
|--financial assistance for children in low income families. Other Titles. Working with public school districts. 
Representing archdiocese at U.S. Department of Education meeting for private school administrators. 
Working with other private schools. Working with U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) lobbying in 
Washington. 


[00:38:33.16] Social change by engaging political structures. Private school funding. Education as social 
justice. 


[00:40:12.25] Advice for Mount students engaging political process. Know law and never give up. 
Establishing relationships. Workshops for participants. California Department of Education guidance 
document. 

[00:42:25.21] Unity and reconciliation between public and private schools. 

[00:43:07.03] Other memories of ministry. Current ministry: consultation, neighborhood safety. 


[00:45:25.11] Hopes or anxieties about religious life. Private vows. Consecrated life. Changes in form. CS} 
charism carried on by Associates. 


[00:46:52.05] Pride in congregation. Greatest joy in religious life. 


[00:47:41.17] Other reflections. Helping lives of others with interest in science--science fairs, math contests. 
Using slide rules. 


[00:50:54.29] [Director's comments]. 
[00:52:13.07] End of interview. 
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